For many years 
Perhaps some of the misconceptions prevalent in regard to the soapfishes are caused by the fleshiness of the fins. This makes it impossible to count the fin rays accurately without careful dissections and has led several authors to state that the spinous and soft dorsals are separated.
Dissection of the dorsal fin in our specimens shows definitely that the fin supports are of about equal spacing from first dorsal spine to the first few soft rays, after which the rays are closer together posteriorly.
The state of preservation of the fleshy nature of the vertical fins, no doubt, causes the dorsal spines, in some specimens, to appear more or less separated from the soft rays. The scales, too, are difficult to count because they are embedded and covered with mucus. Measurements were made on the various organs of the body, but none of these was found to be significant. The general body form appears to be very similar for all the species.
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